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species. There are Uria grylle, U. troile, Mormon fratercula, 
and the “Saatgans” (Anser segetum), which, without much 
fear of error, may be regarded as identical with those num- 
bered 17, 18, 20, and 24 of the present paper. The species 
unquestionably mentioned by both observers in common are 
twelve :—Nos. 3, 4, 8, 9, 10, 11, 12, 19, 28, 26, 27, and 28 of 
our contributor’s list, while to him alone we are indebted for the 
recorded fact of the appearance of ¢en—his Nos. 1 or 2, 5, 6, 7, 
13, 14, 15, 21, 22, and 25.—Ep.] 


XXII.— Additional Notes on various Indian Birds. 
By R. C. Beavan, Bengal Staff Corps, C.M.Z.S8. 


[Concluded from ‘The Ibis’ for 1869, p. 426.] 


254, Upupa props. European Hoopoe. 
Tue Hoopoe has evidently the power of smelling grubs and 
worms that lie an inch or two below the surface of the ground. 
It is an interesting sight to watch one feeding. His bill appears 
to quarter every inch of the soil; and when a grub is discovered, 
down it goes deep into the ground, seizes the grub, which is 
then thrown into the air (Hornbill-like), caught, and swallowed. 

I noticed a species of Hoopoe which was probably U. longi- 
rostris, Jerdon (B. Ind. i. p. 393), in Burmah, in August, 1865, 
on the banks of the river Salween, in the Tennascrim provinces, 
but had no opportunity of securing the specimen in question. 


256. Lantus LAHTORA. Indian Grey Shrike. 

This species is particularly abundant about Umballah, where 
I procured several fine examples about the station in October 
1866. I subjoin the dimensions, taken from two specimens in 
the flesh, the first in April, the second on the 23rd of October. 


Bill from Bill from Spread Tuen 


Length. Wing. Tail. Tarsus. Naat gape. (ook 
975 4125 45 1:125 i Pear alee 13 
9:875 4125 4875 1:125 6875 1 1:25 18 


Whilst on the subject of Grey Shrikes I may mention here that 
in the English channel, off the coast of Cornwall, a specimen of 
the Grey Shrike, L. excubitor of Europe, came on board the ship 
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in which I then was, in October 1864, seized a living specimen 
of the Golden-crested Wren, Regulus aurocapillus, of which 
several had previously come on board, and sat quictly devouring 
it on the main ratlines. 


257, Lanius EryTHRONOTUS. Rufous-backed Shrike. 

This species occurred abundantly in the neighbourhood of 
Simla, in 1866. The following dimensions were taken from 
specimens in the flesh, the first two at that place, 11th and 29th 
of June, the third at Umballah, 26th of Oct. 1866. 


Bill from Bill from Spread Estent. 


Length. Wing. Tail. Tarsus. Font gape foot 


95 3:625 4'375 1:0625 625 er woe 105 
8:875 35 4:5 1:0625 "625 9375 1375 
875 3-5 4:0625 1125 5625 875 1:625 105 


The orbit and gape are plumbeous; the bill and legs black, 
or the latter may be perhaps more correctly described as being 
dark plumbeous, with the soles lighter. On the 8th of August 
a nest containing two eggs, with the male bird, were brought 
to me at Simla by a sepoy, who told me that he had seen tbe 
female fly off the nest, and that it belonged to this species. The 
eggs arc white with a very faint green tinge, blotched and dot- 
ted with brown spots, most profusely so towards the blunt end. 
They measured 9375 by °7. 

This species extends as far as Umballah, where I procured a 
fine specimen on the 26th of October, 1866, the dimensions 
of which I have given above. 


259. Lanius nicricers. Black-headed Shrike. 

This bird is apparently rare in the district of Maunbhoom, 
where it goes by the name of “ Bugga-ker-kata.” 1 observed a 
pair in the tree-jungle between Saltoorce and Rognathpore ; and 
on one other occasion J saw one, on the march into Perulia from 


Raneegunje. 


260. LANIUS Harpwicku*. The Bay-backed Shrike. 
The most abundant and characteristic Shrike near Umballah, 
and it apparently extends some little distance up the hills; for Í 


* Potius Z. vittatus, Valenc. fide Walden, Ibis, 1868, p. 316. 
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procured specimens at Simla in July, 1866, in the plumage of 
the year, so that they had evidently bred in the neighbourhood 
of that station, although, perhaps, at a slightly lower elevation. 
An adult procured at Umballah on the 22nd of October, 1866, 
measured :—Length 7:5; wing 3°5; tail 3°75; tarsus °875; 
spread foot 1°25; bill from front ‘5 in., from gape ‘75 ; extent 
10 inches. The plumage of the young bird of the year is not de- 
scribed by Dr. Jerdon. Col. Tytler procured the fully fledged 
nestling at Simla early in July, 1866; and I got one in a slightly 
more advanced stage towards the end of that month, at the same 
place. The bill in this specimen is of a lighter hue than in the 
adult bird, and the legs bluish-leaden instead of black. The 
throat is pure white, breast and underparts a duller white with 
faint brown cross bars. The head is dull white, faintly barred 
with brown, which extends along the back to the faintly rufous 
upper tail-coverts, the whole barred; wings brown, with white 
edges to the secondaries and tertials, and the wing-coverts 
slightly rufous and barred. Tail rufous, the outer webs of the 
outer pair of vectrices white, and both these and the next two 
or three pairs on cach side white-tipped—all but the outer pair 
having a bar or pencilling of black across both webs. 


261. Lanius cristatus. Brown Shrike. 

A specimen was procured by me at Moulmein on the 14th of 
September, 1865, of which I subjoin the dimensions :— Length 
8; wing 3°375; tail 3°5; tarsus 1; bill from front 5625; ex 
tent about 10 inches. Inides dark brown, legs bluish-leaden, 
bill dark horny above, with a slightly leaden tinge below. Seve- 
ral of these birds had evidently then but just arrived, so that a 
reference to my previous note on the species (Ibis, 1865, p. £18) 
shows that they arrive almost simultancously both there and near 
Calcutta, but apparently first in Burmah. Where, then, do they 
come from? (Cf. Ibis, 1867, p. 214.) 


265. TEPHRODORNIS PONDICERIANA. Common Wood-Shrike. 
Of the nests I before mentioned (Ibis, 1865, p. 118), one was 
brought to me in Maunbhoom on the 27th of March, 1865, and 
another early in April of the same year. I have since observed 
this species at Umballah, and killed my first specimen there on 
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the 30th of October, 1866, in a garden. On the morning of 
November 9th I procured two more from near the same spot ; 
so that the species is evidently not uncommon there, although, 
from its peculiarly quict and silent habits, it is likely to escape 
observation, and indeed had done so in the case of Dr. Scott, 
who told me that it was the first time that he had ever seen the 


bird. 


267. Hemirus picatus. Little Pied Shrike. 

This is No. 15 of Col. Tickell’s paper on the birds of Bora- 
bhun and Dhulbhun (J. A. S. B. ii. p. 574). I procured a speci- 
men of this species at Simla in 1866 in the flesh. 


269. VOLVOCIVORA MELANOsCHIsTA. Dark-grey Cuckoo- 
Shrike. 

Procured by me on several occasions at Simla in 1866. I 
subjoin the dimensions of three specimens killed in June. 


Bill from Spread 


Length. Wing. Tail. Tarsus. moni Cant: Extent. 

9:875 5 4°75 ‘875 6875 rai 1475 
Adult . .10 A875 4°75 875 625 1:25 14 
Hornot. 9°25 4:75 4:0625 875 "625 1:25 13°25 


The presumed young of the year is conspicuously barred with 
white edgings to the feathers on the head and back, and on the 
underparts much the same, but with a slightly rufous tinge. 
The scapulars are tipped with light rufous ; and a bar across the 
wing is of the same. The rectrices are tipped with white as in 
the adult. The bill, however, is lighter than in the old bird; 
the legs and claws leaden, with flesh-coloured soles. Irides 
brown, eyelid covered with short white feathers. Of the first 
bird, I note that it has the bill arched, somewhat corvine in 
general appearance, the bill and legs being black. 


270. GraucaLus macat. Large Cuckoo-Shrike. 

Procured by me in the Maunbhoom district in 1864. Itis 
there called “ Painsi,” according to my Bowrie shikaree ; but 
whether this name is also current among other tribes in that 
district I am unable to say; to the best of my recollection I 
procured a specimen also at Mculmein in Burmah. 
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271. Pericrocotus speciosus. Large Minivet. 

In my previous paper (Ibis, 1865, p. 419) for “ Maknee” 
read “ Maknoo”—a small hill village in the district of Ambe- 
kanuggur. In 1864 I procured specimens at Kashurghur in 
the same district. 


273. PERICROCOTUS BREVIROSTRIS. Short-billed Minivet. 
This species was particularly abundant at Simla in the hot 
weather of 1866, and in the cold weather it apparently migrates 
to as far as Umballah, in the plains; for Dr. Scott told me 
that he had frequently procured specimens there, as I myself 
did, in his garden, in November 1866, From his notes it would 
seem that this species leaves the plains for the hills about the 
end of February or the beginning of March, breeds in the hills 
in June, and returns to the plains at the beginning of the cold 
weather, in September or October. Some examples, however, 
were seen by Dr. Scott on August 29th, 1866; but these were 
probably exceptional stragglers. I subjoin dimensions of vari- 
ous specimens procured by me. n 
Bi 


Length. Wing. Tail. Tarsus. from Extent. 
front. 


Zwagaben, | + 7.975 3625 3375 5625 625 10°75 


Oct. 18, 1865. Í 


aie oa = 775 3:75 4-95 5625 O75 105 
Jan. 18, 1866. 
Mahasoo, eo 35 err -5625 5 10:25 
Oct. 1866. 
Simla, | 0. 7-75 3°75 3875 625 49 105 
May 11, 1866. | 


In the last the abdomen was pure white. On the 3rd of 
July at Simla, I had a fully fledged nestling sent to me from 
Kotegurh, probably shot and stuffed a few days previously. The 
head, neck, back, and upper wing-coverts were grey, with a 
whitish edge to each feather, giving the upper parts a barred 
appearance, the upper tail-coverts being bright yellow. A young 
male resembles the adult female, but with a few scarlet feathers 
beginning to appear among the yellow ones on the rump and 
among the primaries. It is evident then, first, that this bird 
breeds near Simla, and, secondly, that the male does not assume 
his scarlet garb in full until after his first moult. 
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Dr. Jerdon is somewhat in error when he speaks of the fe- 
male’s “spots on wings.” They rather form a wing-band ; and 
in the next line his statement, “the pair next the middle feathers 
slightly edged with yellow,” resolves itself after careful compa- 
rison into—the outer tail-feathers with more or less yellow, and 
most so on the outermost pair of the lengthened ones. At least 
this seems to be the most accurate way of describing the plumage 
of this very handsome bird. I may also remark that the Eng- 
lish name used by the Doctor is rather a misnomer, as this species 
has not a proportionally shorter bill than others. At Simla it 
goes by the popular name of the “ Scarlet Cardinal.” 


276. PERICROCOTUS PEREGRINUS. Small Minivet. 

On the 30th of November, 1865, at Barrackpore, I observed 
a large flock of this species, consisting of dull-breasted indivi- 
duals, females and young of the year, I presume, which were 
carefully questing for insects in the bark and on thie leaves 
of a large mango growing by the side of the main road to 
Calcutta. They were very tame, and allowed me to approach 
quite closely. One would occasionally cling to the bark of the 
trunk and pick off an insect. I saw but one scarlet-breasted 
male in this flock; and this was the only time that I have ever 
observed the species in Lower Bengal—although it was the com- 
mon species about Umballah, where I procured several examples, 
the first on the 30th of October, 1866 ; but they were much more 
plentiful after an interval of a few days, since I find that on the 
3rd of November I obtained three specimens, and on the 9th no 
less than six. The length of a male killed by me in Maunbhoom 
on the 2nd of January, 1865, is only 5°5 in.—much less than 
is stated by Dr. Jerdon. 


278. Dicrurus MAcrocercus. Common Drongo-Shrike. 

I procured the nest of this bird in the Maunbhoom district, 
and forwarded two of its eggs to the Zoological Society (P. Z. S. 
1864, p. 375). The species occurs also frequently about Um- 
ballah, where Dr. Scott recorded (Ibis, 1867, p. 186) a very 
peculiar circumstance with regard to it, which has, I believe, 
never been observed before. At Barrackpore, in the autumn of 


1864 (cf. P. Z. S. 1865, pp. 692, 693), I found that this was 
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one of the birds that prey upon the winged Termites when the 
latter issue forth from the ground. 


281. DICRURUS CÆRULESCENS. White-bellied Drongo. 

I shot a specimen near the village of Maknoo in Maunbhoom, 
January 3rd, 1865; and I have since observed the species at 
Umballah, where it is rare. However, I procured an example 
in Dr. Scott’s garden there, October 27th, 1866, of which I 
subjoin the dimensions :—Length 10:375; wing +4875; tail 
5-125; tarsus °6875 ; spread foot 1°5; bill from front *75, from 
gape 1:0625; extent 15 inches,—measurements which exceed 
those given by Dr. Jerdon. The irides were reddish-brown. 


282. CHAPTIA £NEA. Bronzed Drongo. 

At Tongwine, near Moulmein, September 23rd, 1865, I ob- 
served four or five of this species, near the kyoungs, or priests’ 
residences, on the bare boughs of the highest trees, and found 
them rather wary. I, however, secured one, which was moulting 
and measured as follows :—Length 8°75; wing 4°5; tail 4°625 ; 
tarsus 5625; bill from front -75, breadth at base *875 in. 


284. Epoxivus parapiseus. Large Racket-tailed Drongo. 

This bird occurs frequently in Burmah ; and I observed several 
examples hawking about, apparently after insects, of an evening 
at Thatone, north-west of Moulmein, in October 1865. The 
Burmese name for this species is “ Gknet-dau ;” and they consi- 
der that it is very unlucky to keep it in captivity, because what- 
ever evil it speaks of a person, is supposed of a certainty to coine 
true; and with regard to its peculiar tail they have an absurd 
but curious legend to the effect that once upon a time the 
Gknet-dau had learnt the notes of every bird that inhabits the 
jungles, excepting the coo of the Dove (Turtur suratensis), and, 
while on the ground one day, got so engrossed on hearing one 
in the tree above it, that in listening attentively to catch the 
note it inadvertently stood on the pointed top of the nest of a 
colony of Termites, which, of course alive to their own interests, 
ate off the whole of the long feathers of the tail. excepting their 
tips, which eseaped by overhanging the nest, and thus the bird 
tu this day has a great portion of its long rectrices without webs. 
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A specimen in the flesh killed by me at Zwagaben on the 20th 
of October, 1865, measured as follows :—Length 18°75 ; wing 
6; tail 12°5; bill from front 1:125; tarsus ‘9375 in. This 
specics is essentially a forest-lover, frequenting wild and out-of- 
the-way spots, and it is but rarely seen in the vicinity of Karen 
villages. The irides are dark-brown, the bill black, the legs 
black with brown sides. I am in doubt whether lengthened 
rectrices are not wanting in the female. 


288. TcHITREA PARADISI. Paradise-Flycatcher. 

Since the time mentioned in my former note (Ibis, 1865, 
p. 420) I have observed several examples in the chestnut plu- 
mage in the trees which line the main road between Umballah 
and Kalka, in March 1866; and Dr. Scott told me that he had 
occasionally seen specimens in the immediate neighbourhood of 
Umballah itself. I procured specimens at Simla, and have fre- 
quently seen skins sent in to that station from Kotegurh, a dis- 
tance of fifty miles further in the interior; so that it is probable 
that it extends for some distance in the low valleys towards the 
snowy range. The extreme length of this bird to the end of 
the middle or longest tail-feathers is from about 20 to 24 inches. 


290. Mytacra AZUREA. Black-naped Blue Flycatcher. 

A female specimen procured by me at Moulmein, 16th of 
September, 1865, had the following dimensions :—Length 6°25 ; 
wing 2°625; tail 2°75; tarsus ‘625; bill from front 5; ex- 
tent 7°75 in. The irides of a very deep reddish-brown, the 
bill dark-bluish horny, and legs bluish-plumbeous*. 


291. LEUCOCERCA Fuscoventris. White-throated Fantail. 
Not uncommon about Umballah in October and November, 


1866, my first specimen being procured there on the 29th of 
October. 


292. LEUCOCERCA ALBOFRONTATAt. White-browed Fantail. 
Also procured by me at Umballah, at the same time as the 
preceding, my first specimen being killed on the 30th of Octo- 
ber, 1866; but it was apparentiy not so commonly distributed. 
* Dr. Jerdon, in his description of this species, makes two statements in 


the same line as to the colour of its legs; the latter is correct. 
+ Potius, Z. aureola (Vieill.) fide Blyth, Ibis,-1866, p. 370. 
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295. CRYPTOLOPHA CINEREOCAPILLA.  Grey-headed Fly- 
catcher. 

The dimensions of a specimen procured by me in Maunbhoom, 
December 16th, 1864, are given below, together with those of 
two others killed May 10th and July 30th, 1866, at Simla, 
where the species is apparently not uncommon. 


Bill from 


Length. Wing. Tail. Tarsus. faut Extent. 
Maunbhoom. 46 2125 2 5 i 7 
Silay. ..... 475 2:625 2°25 5 375 7°25 
4°75 2°375 2:125 4375 375 6:75 


In the second specimen the feet are of a dull orange-yellow, 
the irides black, with a slight white margin to the eyelid. In 
the specimen from Maunbhooin the legs were of a dark yellow, 
with dark greenish claws. The third specimen has the irides 
very dark brown, the legs orange, darker above, and the upper 
mandible dark, the lower light orange-yellow. A pair of these 
birds accompanied a flock of some twenty Abrornis albosuper- 
ciliaris into my garden, and this specimen was secured whilst 
preening itself on a peach-tree. Cryptolopha darts in and out 
between the boughs and is very quick on the wing, whilst 
Abrornis, on the contrary, carefully examines every leaf and 
twig, catching all the resident insects found at home, the 
- former capturing all that take to fancied security in flight; and 
thus both are of infinite service to the gardener. 


296. HEMICHELIDON FULIGINOSA. Sooty Flycatcher. 

The description given by Dr. Jerdon being but brief, I will 
attempt one more full, from specimens procured at Simla, where 
the bird is not at all uncommon. ‘The general colour is olive- 
brown, the feathers of the head darker in the middle, the pri- 
maries and secondaries slightly edged with rufous, the throat, 
breast, and flanks striated with pure white and ashy, edged with 
rufous; the abdomen and under tail-coverts pure white; the under 
wing-coverts and most of the inner webs of the primaries rufous ; 
bill black above, and the tip of the lower mandible of the same 
colour, the rest bemg fleshy red. The irides and legs are black. 
I observed several on the Ist of May, 1866, at Annandale ; they 


Capt. Beavan on various Indian Birds. 319 


frequented the tops of the dead boughs of some old deodars, 
whence they occasionally sallied out over a nearly dried-up 
brook at some height, returning to their perch, like Meropide, 
with the captured insect. I subjoin the dimensions of speci- 
mens in the flesh—two shot at Simla, and the third at Fagoo. 


Length. Wing. Tail. Tarsus. -n ™ Estent 


May 11, 1866. ... 4'875 2:875 1:875 4375 83125 95 
May 13, 1866. ... 4:625 2:87 175 4375 8125 -825 
Aug. 4, 1866.... 4625 2:875 1:875 4375 SE 8:5 

At the last-mentioned place they were abundant in open 
clearings, seated on a low stone wall, or the dead bough of a 
tree near the ground, from which they occasionally sallied forth 
to catch an insect, and then returned with it to their previous 
perch. 


301. Eumyras mELANOPs. Verditer Flycatcher. 

Although this bird is so common at Darjeeling, I found that 
at Simla in 1866 it was far from being so; but the few that 
are found at the latter station breed there about the end of 
April or the beginning of May, as I had a specimen of the 
fully fledged young of the year brought to me May 19th. An 
adult killed April 11th, 1866, measured as follows :—Length 
5°875; wing 3; tail 2°5; tarsus ‘6875; bill from front °4375, 
breadth at base ‘27 ; extent 8°75 inches. In Maunbhoom I pro- 
cured specimens of this species both at Kashurghur and Ambe- 
kanuggur in 1864. 


310. Muscrcaruta SUPERCILIARIS. White-browed Blue Fly- 
catcher. 

Not at all uncommon about Simla, in gardens and forest- 
glades, and not at all shy. I discovered the nest of this 
species on the 10th of May at that station, with four young ones 
in it. It is a pretty little cup-shaped structure, composed of 
moss and hair, placed at the bottom of a small hole in an Ilex, 
at no great depth inside. The female is of a different colour 
from the male, being of a dull brown hue. I saw several speci- 
inens of both females and young of the year in Dr. Stoliczka’s 
collections; but they were apparently not nearly so common in 
the vicinity of Simla as the blue-and-white males. I append 

N. S.—-VOL. VI. 2A 
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the measurements of four specimens killed in 1866, the first 
two the 12th of April, the last two, at Simla, 20th of June. 


Bill from From 


Length. Wing. Tail. Tarsus. fae. gape. Extent. 
4°625 2-5 1:875 5625 375 pct 7 
4:625 25 1:75 5625 378 Stic 7125 

g. 4625 2°45 Ly 625 ce "5625 65 
g. 4625 2:5 1:75 6625 378 5625 675 


312. MUSCICAPULA SAPPHIRA. Sapphire-headed Flycatcher. 

The specimen before referred by me (Ibis, 1865, p. 422), 
though doubtfully, to this species was perhaps Erythrosterna 
maculata. 


823. ERYTHROSTERNA LEUCURA. White-tailed Robin Fly- 
catcher. 

I shot a specimen of this species in Dr. Scott’s garden at 
Umballah, on the 22nd of October, 1866—which, though I had 
previously shot many in the Maunbhoom district and Lower 
Bengal, was the first time that I had ever seen the male with a 
red throat and breast. The rufous phase secms to me rather the 
cold-weather dress than the nuptial plumage, as stated by Dr. 
Jerdon. Length 4-75; wing 2°75; tail 2; tarsus °625; spread 
of foot ‘9375 ; bill from front °3125, from gape °5625; extent 
8 inches. At Barrackpore, in October 1864, I noted that I had 
only observed it from the 20th of that month; it is therefore 
migratory in Lower Bengal. The note is a harsh “zree, zree, 
zree,’ uttered at short intervals; sometimes “thruk” when 
moving from one tree to another in company with other birds ; 
cce, tree, tut? the last “tut” uttered on*alighiting/ iit 
bird suddenly spies an insect on the ground, hops down to it, 
and, standing there for one instant only, quickly picks it up and 
regains its perch. 


325. ?7ERYTHROSTERNA ACORNAUS. Brown Flycatcher. 

A bird of this genus, apparently very near this species, was 
procured by me at Zwagaben, in the Tennasserim provinces of 
Burmah, October 18th, 1865. It was shot near the poongye or 
priests’ houses, halfway up the hill, and was feeding on Phyto- 
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phage, one of which was partially protruding from his mouth, 
when picked up. Its general character was dark ashy, darker on 
the head, which was apparently slightly crested, the wings brown- 
ish, the secondaries slightly and the tertiaries more broadly edged 
with white, the upper tertials the same, forming a small wing-band. 
The tail was brown, tipped with white, the throat and breast of 
an ashy-white, and the rest of the underparts of a pure white 
colour. The bill was broad at the base, much depressed, and 
triangular, black above and on the tip of the lower mandible, 
the base of which and the gape were tinged with orange-colour. 
The legs were jet-black, the soles of the feet lighter in colour 
than the rest of the legs. There was also a conspicuous white 
ring round the eye. The dimensions were as follows :—Length 
by Wine 2°75 ; tal 2; tarsus 4375; bill from front 4375, 
breadth at base 2°55; extent 7°75. 

What, I may here ask, is the Erythrosterna rubropygia? which 
name was appended by Mr. Blyth to a single female specimen 
in my Darjeeling collection of 1862. 1 have never been able to 
identify it satisfactorily. 


BRACHYPTERYX vel CALLENE, sp. ? 

A bird procured by me at Zwagaben is probably referable to 
one or the other of these genera, and is apparently nearly 
allied to the C. albiventris recently described by Mr. Blanford 
(P. Z. S. 1867, p. 882). The following are the dimensions of 
my specimen :—Length 5°5; wing 2°95; tail 1°75; tarsus 1; 
bill from front 4°95; spread foot 1:25; extent 8°5 inches. The 
general colour above is olive-brown, with a slight tinge of rufous 
on the upper wing-coverts ; the fourth quill of the wing is the 
longest, with the third nearly equal to it, the tail is slaty-blue 
and nearly square, the inner webs with more of a brownish’ 
tinge; the upper tail-coverts are slaty-blue, the throat and 
breast white, with pencillings of brown, which increases towards 
the flanks, and under the wings; the abdomen and under tail- 
coverts pure white; the bill brown, legs fleshy. A brownish- 
white eyelid. It was apparently a bird of the year, and was 
found on the ground, and flew when disturbed into a small 


bush; it has strong Turdine affinities. 
2,2 
ww tw 
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343. MyropHonus TEMMINCKI.  Yellow-billed Whistling 
Thrush. 

Near Moulmein on September 19th, 1865, I observed one or 
two specimens of what I took to be this bird on the rocky sides 
of a hill called Damathat; and when at Simla in 1866, I pro- 
cured several specimens, the dimensions of some of which I here 


place on record. 
Length. Wing. Tail. Tarsus. Bill from front. Spread foot. Extent. 


g? 18 6-75 5°625 2 1:1875 2:125 19 
9? 1275 6:5 5:125 2 1:25 2°125 18 


The species is apparently very abundant near Simla, judging 
from the large number of specimens brought in by my native 
hunters. I can confirm Herr von Pelzeln’s account of the peculiar 
appearance of the young of this species (Ibis, 1868, pp. 312, 313). 


PITTA CYANOPTERA, Temm. 

This handsome species was procured by me in Burmah in 
August 1865, on an island in the Salween River, some distance 
above Moulmein. I procured two specimens, an adult and a 
young one. In the former the irides are dark-brown, the skin 
behind the eye lead-colour, the legs pinkish-fleshy, the bill 
brown-black. In the latter the gape and tip of the bill are 
crimson red, and the legs flesh-coloured. 


351. PETROCOSSYPHUS CYANEUS, var. AFFINIS. Blue Rock- 
Thrush. 

At Moulmein, on the 1lth of October 1865, I shot an ex- 
ample of this bird as it came in the evening to roost in the 
veranda of a house, which thus seems to be a favourite lodging 
for the species ; for the week before, at Thatone, I had observed 
an example come of an evening for the same purpose into the 
veranda of the house I was staying in there. Another speci- 
‘men of this bird was shot by me near the top of Zwagaben. I 
observed one other on the ironwork of the pagoda at the top, 
but could not get a shot at it. I subjoin the dimensions of the 
Moulmein specimen. Length 9°25; wing 4°75; tail 3°625; 
tarsus 1:125; bill from front ‘8125; expanse 14°5 inches. 

523. OREOCÆTES ERYTHROGASTER. Chestnut-bellied Thrush, 

When with Col. Tytler in 1866, 21st of June, at Simla, we 
came across a pair of this species on the top of Mount Jacko. It 
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is, as remarked by Mr. Blyth (Ibis, 1866, p. 374), essentially a 
forest-lover, and frequents the tops of the highest trees, from 
which, when disturbed, it utters a harsh scraping call, somewhat 
like that of the Mistletoe Thrush. 

Bill from pytent. 


Length. Wing. Tail. Tarsus. cut 
g. Simla, June 21 .. 95 5 4:125 1:0625 ‘875 14 


g. Mahasoo, Sept. 29. 9375 4:87 4 1:125 6875 145 
Simla, July 21 .. 925 4625 3875 1 “75 13 


Of the last, a fully fledged young bird, the general appearance 
is mottled, each feather being light cinnamon edged with dark- 
brown; the upper tail-coverts are somewhat rufous, the wings 
and tail brown, the forchead and throat lighter than the rest. 
This is, I think, without doubt Petrocincla castancocollis, Lesson 
(Rev. Zool. 1840, p. 166), as Dr. Jerdon has suggested with 


reserve (B. Ind. i. p. 514). 


353. ORgOCETES CiNCLORHYNCHUS.  Blue-headed Chat- 
Thrush. 

Tolerably common at Simla, where I procured several speci- 
mens in 1866. The female deserves particular description. The 
upper parts are generally brown, except the upper tail-coverts, 
which are rufous, with a few feathers on the lower back of an 
olive-yellow, barred and tipped with black. The lower parts are 
white barred with dark brown, the throat and ear-coverts some- 
what rufous; the under wing-coverts cinnamon-yellow, slightly 
barred ; the thighs brown; the bill dark-brown, nearly black 
—the gape yellowish; legs fleshy leaden, their soles bright 
yellow. 

The young male differs from the adults of both sexes. The 
head, ueck, back, and upper wing-coverts are light cinnamon 
edged with black, giving them a speckled appearance, which is 
also found on the lower parts, but fainter, and on the belly the 
black edgings almost disappear. The rump and under wing- 
coverts are light cinnamon, of a little lighter hue on the under 
tail-coverts. There is a bright patch of blue on the shoulders ; 
the outer webs of the primaries, and the tail, are blue, as in the 
adult male, the wing itself being nearly black, with a conspi- 
cuous band of white across the middle, and on the outer webs of 
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the secondaries; the bill and legs are fleshy, the latter with a 
tinge of plumbeous; the irides brown. In the adult the bill 
is black, and the legs and claws greenish-fleshy. 


Bill from From Spread Extent. 


Length. Wing. Tail. Tarsus. front. gape. foot. 


@uJane7..7o7o B95 275 1 TO a » eels 
g. July 3..7625 8875 276 9875 75 1065 Wae7 115 
9. July's725 3:87 26295 9876 “76 1 r5 u75 
gmo... 715 3:875 2625 8% G85 1 15 115 


These specimens were obtained at Simla. Some females are 
very nearly equal to the males in size; and I should say, as a rule, 
that there is not much difference in this respect between the adults 
of both sexes. As I have before mentioned (Ibis, 1867, p. 143), 
this species frequents a much lower zone than the preceding. 


855. GEOCICHLA CITRINA. Orange-headed Ground-Thrush. 

This bird is No. 34 of Col. Tickell’s paper on the birds of 
Borabbun (J. A. S. B. ii. p. 577). I procured the first speci- 
men that I had seen, at Ambekanuggur, in February 1865, and 
a second shortly afterwards at Baramussia. The species fre- 
quents thick bush-jungle, near the open, and was found also by 
me in damp ravines where there is plenty of bushes. The na- 
tives told me that its powers of song are great: the bird is ap- 
parently rare in the Maunbhoom district. 


357. TurpuLus warpt. Ward’s Pied Blackbird. 

Very abundant at Simla in 1866; and I can in consequence 
add a good deal to the information previously recorded with re- 
gard to this beautiful bird. Dr. Jerdon’s description of the 
male is rather meagre ; for he omits all mention of the colour of 
the underparts. In the characteristics he assigns to the genus, 
he says “ Bill rather short ” (B. Ind. i. p. 520), whereas in this 
species I have found it long and rather attenuated. 

The following description is taken from a male bird in good 
plumage, procured at Simla, June 15th, 1866 :—the throat and 
breast pure black to about half-an-inch below where the shoulder 
of the wing touches the body, at which point white suddenly meets 
the black, forming a distinct line across the breast; the flanks 
are black and white mixed, the feathers being white with a black 
bar across them; the thighs are dusky, the rest of the under- 
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parts, including the tail-coverts, are white; the feathers of the 
under tail-coverts, however, on closer examination show that 
their basal halves are black; and the white feathers on the abdo- 
men are apparently the same; the bill is yellow, except the 
base of the ridge of the upper mandible, which is blackish; the 
legs and claws are dirty yellowish. An adult in moult or a young 
male changing to adult plumage was brought to me, June 
30th, 1866, and deserves special description. The upper man- 
dible considerably overlaps the lower, the biil is dirty yellow, 
darker at the base of the ridge of the upper mandible; the legs 
and claws are dirty chrome-ycllow, lighter on the soles of the 
feet. The plumage of the head is partially brown, partially 
black ; and therefore I am inclined to consider this a young male 
in change. The flanks are banded with dark brown, the remiges 
are brown, but the secondary and tertiary coverts are black. 
There is a broad white patch on the interior webs of the quills 
about their middle, forming a conspicuous white wing-band as 
seen from underneath ; the under wing-coverts just below the 
shoulder (which is black) are white, followed by a broad edging 
of dark brown. This specimen was found near water, according 
to the statement of my native hunters. The next day a female 
and young, which were shot together, were brought in. The 
female is not unlike the English Song-Thrush in general appear- 
ance, spotted brown and white on the throat, breast, and flanks, 
but with rather more rufous on the throat. The belly and under 
tail-coverts white, the latter edged with brown on the exterior 
web, but not at the tip. It has a light brown supercilium, and 
all the upper parts of an olive-brown colour. The bill has the 
upper mandible brown, the lower dirty yellow, as are also the legs. 
The wing-band, seen from below, is light rufous. The secondary 
and tertial coverts, which in the male are tipped with white, 
are in the female of a light rufous colour. 

The fully-fledged young, which is probably a young male, is 
like the female, but much darker on the upper parts. The edges 
of the wing-coverts are more conspicuously marked with rufous, 
and the markings on the throat and breast are altogether darker. 
The bill is as in the female; but the legs are of a light flesh- 
colour, with yellow soles. The irides are apparently reddish- 
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brown, and the wing-band from below as in the female. The 
dimensions of these four specimens are as follows :— 


Length. Wing. Tail. Tarsus. re = k Extent. 


3. 9 4'625 3:125 Jl 875 Soe “ve. BIO 
g juv.? 875 4:375 3:125 9375 1:1875 TPGES saci 
2. 85 4375 3 875 1:1875 1:625 18 
Juv. 7 3°75 crear 75 1 1625 10°75 
Q 875 45 3:125 ‘875 1:125 1°625 13:25 


H p p pd 


361. MERULA BOULBOUL. Grey-winged Blackbird. 
Three examples, obtained at Simla in 1866, measured :— 


Length. Wing. Tail. Tarsus. Bill from From Extent. 


front. gape. 
Ga vs +< Mko 55 4'375 1:37 AB dae 15 
Oe... GS 55 45 1:275 "875 1:25 15:25 
OF... Lies 5375 4'375 1:3125 875 1:25 15:5 


The female of this species is of an uniform brown colour, with 
a yellow bill and yellow legs. The young male has the throat 
mottled with brown ; and a few streaks of the same colour occur 
on the head. The feathers of the abdomen and under tail-coverts 
are edged with grey; but the rest of the plumage is as in the 
adult male, according to observations made by myself at Mahasoo 
on the 25th of September, 1866. 


365. PLANESTICUS ATRIGULARIS. Black-throated Thrush. 

According to information given me by Dr. Scott, this species 
is tolerably abundant about Umballah in the cold weather, and 
several were procured there by him, although it did not oceur 
while I was there. 


368. Turpus Hopesoxnr. Himalayan Mistletoe-Thrush. 

I shot a specimen at Fagoo, near Simla, August 3rd, 1866. 
On the previous day I had noticed a Thrush on the road, and seen 
it feeding on the ground in a clearing in the forest. It was as 
large as, if not larger than, the English Mistletoe-Thrush, and 
when disturbed flew in the same undulating manner and settled 
again on the ground at a few hundred yards’ distance from where 
I first put it up. My gun was at the time unfortunately behind 
with my servants; but the next day I visited the same spot, and 
secured a specimen, probably the individual seen the day before. 
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It was a bird of the year, and measured as follows :—Length 
9°5; wing 5°125; tail 3°25; tarsus 1:25; spread foot 1°625; 
bill from front °8125, from gape 1:1875; extent 15 inches. 


The species is apparently rare, as this was the only specimen that 
I procured. 


371. OrEocincLA pauma. Small-billed Mountain-Thrush. 

The name of “ Mountain-Thrush” cannot be very correctly 
applied to this species; for I have previously recorded it (Ibis, 
1865, p. 423) from Maunbhoom, and I have killed an example 
in a garden, December 18th, 1866, at Morar, near Gwalior, both 
of which places are in the plains of India, and the latter far from 
any mountain-range. The Morar bird was very wary, feeding 
under the bushes in the garden, and apparently solitary ; when 
disturbed it flew into a thick mango-tree, where I shot it. The 
dimensions were as follows :—Length 10°75; wing 5'625 ; tail 
3°45; tarsus 1:25; spread foot 2°375; bill from front ‘875, 
from gape 1°25; extent 17 inches. The irides were dark brown, 
the bill and legs pale flesh-colour, the former with a tinge of 
green on the lower mandible. The upper mandible was dark 
horny. 


XXIII.—A List of the Birds of Turkey. By H. J. ELwes, 
F.Z.S., late Capt. Scots Fusilier Guards, and T. E. Bucker, 
B.A., E.Z.S. 

(Concluded from p. 201.) 

? 197. TETRAO UROGALLUS, L. 

We were told by various persons of a large bird found in the 
pine-forests of the Balkan mountains, which we think must be 
the Capercally, though we have no positive evidence as to its 
existence there. Its occurrence, however, in Spain in as low a 
latitude, of which there can be no doubt (Ibis, 1866, p. 383), 
would render our supposition less improbable than it might at 
first sight seem *. 


* [It will be remembered that Temminck (Man. d’Orn. iv. p. 318) 
mentions, on the authority of M. Cantraine, the occurrence of “ Wild 
Turkeys’ in Dalmatia. Prof. Andreas Wagner (Rep. Progr. Zool. 1842, 
p. 85, Ray Soc.) explains the statement by reference to a paper by Dr. 


